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Introduction to the Text; |

THREE THINGS YOU NEED TO THRIVE

thankful |

After Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of
Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim. :2 He (Tola) judged Israel
twenty-three years; and he died and was buried in Shamir. :3 After him arose Jair, a
Gileadite; and he judged Israel twenty-two years. :4 Now he had thirty sons who rode on thirty
donkeys; they also had thirty towns, which are called “Havoth Jair” to this day, which are in
the land of Gilead. :5 And Jair died and was buried in Camon.

In total - for nearly 45 years Israel enjoyed peace and quiet within its borders
and without. The enemies of Israel had been held at bay and the Jews prospered. The land
and people recovered and became strong and productive again. Everything “seemed” to be
going well.

If It Was True for a Nation,
Could It Be True About You and Me - Us Personally ?



DEVELOPING A THANKFUL HEART

[FRCT T appresmionm

The Man Tola, the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, He judged
Israel twenty-three (23) years; and he died and was buried in Sh’amir

we don’t know much more than that
about Tola.

His Name Means = scarlet or red worm. a grub-like worm. The Tola / Worm
oDlwg; t towla{, to-law

a maggot. the crimson-grub. used in the dying of fabric. to color “red” a robe or
garment. the crimson, scarlet, worm.

The Death of the Tola, Provided a
Red Colored Dye to Stain a Garment.

In Nature, The Tola has a very unique way of birthing its young. it would come out of
the earth / make its way up the trunk of a tree / and then wait for the rising of the sun/
the sun would cause it to literally “explode” sending its young back down to the earth to

develop. the death of the tola worm would leave a crimson red stain on the tree.

A Picture of Jesus Christ for
Us to See.

When God the Father Looks at You and |,
(independent of our efforts, works, or deeds)
He sees us covered in the “red” that Jesus’ blood provided us.
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He Provided “The Blood” which “Redeems” Us based upon the Act of His “Grace” —
That “Brings” Us Salvation !

DEVELOPING A THANKFUL HEART
action

:2 He (Tola) judged Israel twenty-three years;
and he died and was buried in Shamir.

Nothing Else is Known — But there was peace under his leadership.

Developing a Thankful Heart:
We Can Even Take Peace for Granted as a People

144

Implied here i1is the call to Y“YExercise

to agonize, to labor, to work at it...
We Must Decide to be Thankful, to Choose to be Thankful



DEVELOPING A THANKFUL HEART
attitude

After him arose Jair, a Gileadite;
and he judged Israel twenty-two years.

WE WANT TO ASK THIS QUESTION.
How Do | “Develop” a Thankful Heart ?

begin to appreciate what you have now (not “someday” or “when my
ship comes in” or when | win the lottery.)




begin to adopt an Attitude that is Christ-centered. “Jesus, I know
You’re in this, show me what you want out of this moment. think
on what is right and reasonable. Acknowledge what is good

begin to act upon what you know the will
of God is. in a word, “obey”

a national failure has occurred.

we are the biggest bunch of whiners of any industrialized nation on earth.
we file lawsuits, we complain, we gripe, we file grievances, that’s offensive, you're not
tolerant and the list goes on...

the call to action 1s to draw closer to
the Lord

THREE THINGS YOU NEED TO THRIVE

submissive |

Then the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served the Baals and
the Ashtoreths, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the
people of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines; and they forsook the LORD and did not
serve Him. :7 So the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He sold them into the
hands of the Philistines and into the hands of the people of Ammon. :8 From that year (on)
they harassed and oppressed the children of Israel for eighteen years—all the children of
Israel who were on the other side of the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, in Gilead. :9
Moreover the people of Ammon crossed over the Jordan to fight against Judah also, against
Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed. :10 And
the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, “We have sinned against You, because
we have both forsaken our God and served the Baals!” :11 So the LORD said to the children
of Israel, “Did | not deliver you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites and from the people
of Ammon and from the Philistines? (yes) :12 Also the Sidonians and Amalekites and
Maonites oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and | delivered you from their hand. :13
Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods. Therefore | will deliver you no more. :14
Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of
distress.” :15 And the children of Israel said to the LORD, “We have sinned! Do to us
whatever seems best to You; only deliver us this day, we pray.” :16 So they put away the
foreign gods from among them and served the LORD. And His soul could no longer endure
the misery of Israel.




Girls, Listen Up.
when a man knows that another man can beat him up,
there is a peace between those two men.

Later Another American President Would Repeat That,
and Ronald Reagan Broke Up The Soviet Union.

No One in Their Right-Mind Slaps the Strongest Guy
on the school yard...

| Can Guarantee You This;

The Next Attack on America Will Take Place,
On a day when our enemy believes that we are passive, weak, and more
committed to being politically correct, than surviving.
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And We Will Lose Without
the Lord !!!

If It Was True for a Nation,
Could It Be True About You and I - Us Personally ?

DEVELOPING A SUBMISSIVE SPIRIT

acknowledging |

If only Israel had remembered their history and all that God had done for them and with
them they would not have erred.

History is “His” Story to the World and the truth is,
History glorifies God.

After all that God had done for Israel,
how could they have rejected Him and turned to love and worship foreign
gods? To Invite Foreign Prayers to Foreign Gods
That Don’t Exist?

WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE HIM

(FOrR OUR BREATH, OUR MIND)

Israel Failed to be Submissive to The Lord.

the nation got confused and lost track of its heritage.
Israel began to equate its status and wealth with its pantheism.
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pantheilism

IS the rejection of the One True God
for all the other man-made-gods of the pagan world.

All Humans, Every Human

is Submitted to Something or Someone. We Cannot Function Otherwise.

when we trust the Lord, submission is no problem.
when we decide not to trust the Lord, we’re no longer submitted to Him.

The Same is Truth in a Relationship.
if | trust that you love me, then | will gladly be submitted to you. If a wife knows and
trusts her husband, she will gladly submit to her husband — Why? because she knows
that he knows the Lord and trusts the Lord and so is Submitted to Christ.

if that’s true of nations - can it be true of us
— personally?

the more you personally know and understand the heart of our God,
the more submitted you are to Him.

His Love Melts You Into Submission.
(note this: submission must be “willingly offered up” by us.)

you cannot make someone submit, that’s called rape.

today all around the world people are being threatened to “submit”
to the will of allah and islamofacism - - or off with your hand, foot or head.

that’s not submission, its satanic rape, demonic tyranny.
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Submission Can Only be Offered, Extended, Given, Based On Love.

You Cannot Separate Love from Submission

DEVELOPING A SUBMISSIVE SPIRIT

g

To Love God 1s Man’s Greatest Pursuilt

DEVELOPING A SUBMISSIVE SPIRIT

surrendering |

This Will Be True in My Life When..

When | see Him for who He is
then | will see him as my only hope.

When | exalt Him for who He is
then I will exalt him as my only God.

When I love Him for who He is
then | will love him — and He’s my only love.

THREE THINGS YOU NEED TO THRIVE

leadership |




Then the people of Ammon gathered together and encamped in Gilead. And the
children of Israel assembled together and encamped in Mizpah. :18 And the people,
the leaders of Gilead, said to one another, “Who is the man who will begin the fight

against the people of Ammon? He shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

DEVELOPING A LEADERSHIP MIND

willing |

God was Lacking in Israel’s Leadership.

Israel Failed to Make the Lord Their Leader.
when that happens, we begin to look to the leadership of man.

Choosing to Be a Follower

IS the First Prerequisite to being a Leader.
(if you have to be the leader, it only proves that
you haven'’t yet mastered the following part)

God Blesses His People with Godly Leadership.

(as a nation, a church, a family, a company)

A Very Sad Situation was Before Israel.

they had a cause to go to war, they had an army to fight with, they had the money, but
they didn’t have a leader.

true leaders

are men and women of quality and character,
of integrity and wisdom.

A STATESMAN IS NOT A POLITICIAN
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a statesman says and does what is right. not what is popular or politically correct. a
statesman will sacrifice himself for the greater cause and for what’s best for the people.

to learn is to be humble.
humility is the first and greatest characteristic of a true leader.

Winston Churchill was a Great Leader, Yet a Humble Man

George Washington was a Great Leader, But was Known for his Humility.

The Greatest Leader of All Time was Jesus
Christ Himself.

JESUS WAS HUMBLE, YET HE WAS/IS THE KING OF KINGS
AND THE LORD OF LORDS.

DEVELOPING A LEADERSHIP MIND

obedient




DEVELOPING A LEADERSHIP MIND
faithful

And the people, the leaders of Gilead, said to one another, “Who is the man who will begin the fight
against the people of Ammon? He shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

In the crisis, what did Israel do?
they called for a man, any man to lead them to victory.

They Never Thought of Calling a Prayer Meeting —
they called for a man!

God’s Leaders Are Faithful to Serve in God’s Business

Gt i
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