
 1 

THE GOSPEL of JOHN 
 
 

CHAPTER 11:45-57 
 

MEDIA REFERENCE NUMBER SM-400   FEBRUARY 18, 2001 
 

 

THE TITLE OF THE MESSAGE: 
 

“Jesus is The Resurrection  

and the Life” – Part 4 
 

 

THE THEME OF THE BOOK: 
 

John 1:12 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 

God, to those who believe in His name: 
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INTRODUCTION               to the text               John 11:45-57 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DOCTRINE OF RESURRECTION 
Is unique to Judaism and Christianity 

 

Nowhere in the Bible is Reincarnation Taught 
In Fact it is Taught Against… 

 
 

Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Hebrews 9:27 
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 
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Jesus is the Resurrection and the 

Life 
 

 

1.) The Resurrection is the Power of God  vv. 45-46 
 

45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, 
believed in Him.  46  But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the 

things Jesus did. 
 

 

a.) It divides 
 

 

IT’S HARD TO IMAGINE 
THAT ANY ONE WHO HAD SEEN AND HEARD THE THINGS JESUS DID COULD POSSIBLY 

TURN THEIR BACK IN UNBELIEF AWAY FROM HIM. 
 

 

Luke 16:19-31 
"There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared 

sumptuously every day.  20 "But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of 
sores, who was laid at his gate,  21 "desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.  22 "So it was that 

the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man 
also died and was buried.  23 "And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes 
and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  24 "Then he cried and said, 

'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.'  25 "But Abraham 
said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise 

Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.  26 'And besides 
all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass 
from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.'  27 "Then he said, 'I beg 

you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house,  28 'for I have five 
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.'  29 
"Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.'  30 
"And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.  31 "But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither 

will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'" 
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The Resurrection is The 
Foundation of Christianity 

 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among 
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ is not risen.  And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty 
and your faith is also empty Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because 

we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up-- if in fact 
the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is 
not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also those who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 

men the most pitiable.  But now Christ is risen from the dead 

 

1 Corinthians 6:14 
And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 

 

It’s A Fact That… 

rejected but never denied 
 
 

There is The Testimony of Eyewitnesses 
Luke 24:1-6 

Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other 
women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. But 
they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. Then they went in and did not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus. And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, 
that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. Then, as they were afraid 
and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, "Why do you seek the living 

among the dead? "He is not here, but is risen! 

 

There is The Testimony of Rome  
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Matthew 27:62-66 
On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and 

Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, "Sir, we remember, while He was still 
alive, how that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise.' "Therefore command that the 
tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him 
away, and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead.' So the last deception will be 
worse than the first." Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go your way, make it as 

secure as you know how."  So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone 
and setting the guard. 

 
 

Jesus is the Resurrection and the 

Life 
 
 

2.) The Resurrection is the Glory of God  vv. 47-52 

 
Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we 

do? For this Man works many signs.  48"If we let Him alone like this, everyone will 
believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation."  
49  And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, "You know 

nothing at all, do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the 
people, and not that the whole nation should perish."  51 Now this he did not say on his 

own authority; but being High priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for 
the nation, 52   and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in 

one the children of God who were scattered abroad. 

 
 

a.) Not the glory of man                              v.48 
 

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we 
do? For this Man works many signs.  48"If we let Him alone like this, everyone will 

believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation." 

 
 

THEIR WICKED MOTIVE WAS THE PROTECTION OF SELF. 

Their own personal lives became the most important thing 
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God’s Will is Independent of Man 
 

Isaiah 55:11 
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it 

shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

Isaiah 46:9-10 
Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is none like Me,  10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times 

things that are not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My 
pleasure,' 

 
 

The Resurrection is the Glory of God 
 

 

b.) God is in control                                    v.49-52 
 

49  And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, "You know 
nothing at all, do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the 
people, and not that the whole nation should perish."  51 Now this he did not say on his 

own authority; but being High priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for 
the nation, 52   and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in 

one the children of God who were scattered abroad. 

 

Jesus is the Resurrection and the 

Life 
 

 

3.) The Resurrection is the Truth of God  vv. 53-57 
 

Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death.  54 Therefore Jesus no 
longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there into the country near the 

wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there remained with His disciples.  55 And the 
Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to Jerusalem 
before the Passover, to purify themselves.  56 Then they sought Jesus, and spoke 

among themselves as they stood in the temple, "What do you think-- that He will not 
come to the feast?"  57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 

command, that if anyone knew where He was, 
 he should report it, that they might seize Him. 
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a.) The Life of Jesus Christ is an Offense 
 
 

b.) The Death of Jesus Christ was an Offense 
 

 

c.) The Resurrection of Jesus Christ was/is an Offense 
 

 
 

It’s What Old Man Simeon Had Said 33 yrs. Earlier 
Luke 2:34 

3Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is destined 
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against 

 

1 Corinthians 1:22-24 
For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ 

crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,  24 but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-6 
Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you 

received and in which you stand,  2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word 
which I preached to you-- unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered to you first of all 
that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,  5 
and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.  6 After that He was seen by over 

five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present,  

 

Romans 10:8-11 
But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, 

the word of faith which we preach):  9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved.  10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation.  11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on 
Him will not be put to shame." 

 

Acts 13:30 
God raised him from the dead: 
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…Deal with it !!! 
 
 

Jesus is the Resurrection and the 

Life 
 

 

What will we look like and be like in the 
resurrection? 

 

 

1 Corinthians 15:41-46 
There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; 
for one star differs from another star in glory. 42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. 
The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is 

raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

45 And so it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being." The last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit.  46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and 

afterward the spiritual. 

 

1 John 3:2 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 

but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

 

Our Appearance? 
 

John 20:19 
Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 

 

John 20:26 
And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 

came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 
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Luke 24:38-43 
And He said to them, "Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?  

39 "Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see I have."  40 When He had said this, He 

showed them His hands and His feet.  41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and 
marveled, He said to them, "Have you any food here?"  42 So they gave Him a piece of 

a broiled fish and some honeycomb.  43 And He took it and ate in their presence. 

 
 

Our Age? 
We can only guess 

 
Not sure – But Regarding the Millennium… 

 
 

Our Knowledge? 
1 Corinthians 13:12 

In the same way, we can see and understand only a little about God now, as if we 
were peering at his reflection in a poor mirror; but someday we are going to see him in 
his completeness, face to face. Now all that I know is hazy and blurred, but then I will 

see everything clearly, just as clearly as God sees into my heart right now. 

 
 

Dr. Harry Ironside 
Comment on knowing each other in heaven 

 
 
 

Ephesians 2:7 
that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 
 

 

What will the actual resurrection be like? 
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In every case, it is an Instantaneous Event 
 

 

 

How are the dead raised? 
 

 
 

 

Who are the dead raised? 
 

 

#1 - Jesus Christ! 
The FirstFruits 

 

1 Corinthians 15:23 
But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at 

His coming. 

 
 
 

#2 - Token Resurrection Saints 

Matthew 27:46-53 
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" 47 Some of 
those who stood there, when they heard that, said, "This Man is calling for Elijah!" 48 
Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a 
reed, and offered it to Him to drink. 49 The rest said, "Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah 
will come to save Him." 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up 

His spirit. 51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; 
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were opened; and 

many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the 
graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 
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#3 - The Church 
1Thessalonians 4:14-18 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those 
who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore 
comfort one another with these words. 

 
 

#4 - The Two Witnesses in Revelation 
Revelation 11:7-8 

7 Now when they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless 
pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies 

will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom 

 
 

#5 - The Old Testament Saint 
Daniel 12:1-3 

"At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons 
of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one 

who is found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, to everlasting life.  

 

#6 - The Tribulation Saint 
Revelation 20:4-5 

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the 
word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his 
mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years.  5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years 

were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
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#7 - The Damned 
Revelation 20:5 

But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This 
is the first resurrection. 

 

 

John 5:28-29 
"Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will 

hear His voice 29 "and come forth-- those who have done good, to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 

 

 

Daniel 12:1-3 
"At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons 

of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one 

who is found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.  
3 Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who 

turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever. 

 
 

 

Where are the dead now, before the 
resurrection? 

 

 
Those Who Have Died Without 

 

2 Corinthians 5:8 
We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be 

present with the Lord. 
 

 

 

When does the resurrection take place? 
 

 
 


